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Like many in the Lake Region, our family 
came to Lake Wallenpaupack many years 
ago and fell in love with it.  We feel that it 
is a special place and it changed our lives. 
We always look forward to getting out on 
the water or even just looking at the view.         
When the opportunity came for me to be 
chairman of the LWWMD it was an easy 
decision.  It gave me a chance to pay it 
forward so the next generation can fall in 
love with the lake and enjoy it.   
   There are many people and businesses 
that depend on the Lake for work and 
play.  There are many things the lake 
brings us all: a beautiful view, a place to 
rest, some of the best boating in 
Pennsylvania, and a great community. It 
also provides habitat for fish, birds, deer, 
and so on.  We all have our special 
unique interests, but we all share this 
wonderful lake and our time here.   
  I ask everyone to join me in doing what 
they can to help. Whether it's picking up 
litter, using more green products in your 
life, or making a donation- you can make 
a difference. If youôre not sure what you 
can do, check out our new website for 
helpful hints. Thank you for your support.  
 
See you on the lake!   

 

  

Tom Mueller 

Chairman, Board of Directors 

   When putting this report together, Iôm often 
reflecting on the work weôve accomplished 
during the previous year. Too often, we get so 
busy that we lose track of all the progress we 
should celebrate. Likewise, Iôm often 
imagining the outcome of projects and plans 
we have for the coming year. By keeping our 
past successes in perspective and our future 
threats under close watch, we will continue 
protecting our lake and growing the 
Watershed District into the future.  
   So much of our success depends on the 
partnerships weôve forged and the 
opportunities weôve seized. We look forward 
to maintaining these partnerships as we work 
together to educate citizens, fund lake-saving 
projects, and monitor our water quality.  We 
also look forward to forging new partnerships 
and working with unique sub-groups within 
our community. In 2014 weôll be spending 
quite a bit of time educating and working with 
the fishing community throughout the Lake 
Region. Invasive species, fish habitat 
construction, and a new contest are just a few 
things to put on your radar screen. Check out 
our website for updates and follow us on 
Facebook to keep yourself up to speed!  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve our 
community!  
 
 

Nick Spinelli 
Executive Director 
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Did you know? 

ñAt the normal high water mark of 

1,187 feet above sea-level, Lake 

Wallenpaupack has a storage 

capacity of approximately 45 

billion gallons of water?ò 

2013 proved to be 
another busy but very 
successful year for the 
District. We continued to 
follow the priorities 
defined in our Watershed 
Management Plan and 
came up with some new 
and creative ways to 
reach our goals.  

Weôve continued our 
drive to create new 
fundraising programs and 
search out grants to raise 
money for more lake 
saving projects. 

7ÅȭÖÅ had another great year! 

 

2013 was a busy year 
for educational and 
public programming. 
We continued our 
award winning 
curriculum-based 
science program with 
Wallenpaupack High 
Schoolôs 9th Grade 
Class. This week of 
ñPlace-based 
Educationò takes 
students out of the 
classroom to observe 
watershed 
management practices 
and principles in the 

Public Programming and Education in 2013 

 

2013 also marked the 
first of what we hope to 
make biannual paddling 
programs. The District 
partnered with PPLôs 
Environmental Learning 
Center Staff and 
Northeast Wilderness 
Experience to host a 
recreational and 
educational paddling 
event.  

LWWMD and PPL Host Paddle Program  

 

Those lake saving 
projects included 
assisting private 
communities, farmers, 
and landowners with 
stormwater 
management, stream 
bank and lakeshore 
stabilization, and 
agricultural 
improvements.   

As our world and our 
watershed continue to 
change, weôre doing 
our best to evolve at 
the same speed and 
meet new challenges 

as they arise- all while 
staying true to our 
Mission. 

We debuted a brand 
new website and logo in 
2013 as part of a long-
range plan to increase 
public awareness of our 
work and establish a 
unique identity.  

Weôve accomplished so 
much but weôre not 
slowing down! Keep 
reading to hear about 
this yearôs successes 
and next yearôs plans! 

field, including a bus 
tour of projects, stream 
sampling, wetland 
exploration, and water 
quality sampling on the 
lake. During the 
summer recess, we 
also took a group of 
new teachers out for 
the same experience.  

We presented programs 
to realtors, builders, 
civic groups, community 
associations, and 
students from 
Lackawanna College. 

Weôve been partnering 
with other conservation 
organizations to provide 
these programs to 
diverse groups. This 
better enables us to 
reach a wider audience 
and promote the 
importance of natural 
resource conservation 
and community 
participation as it 
relates to the region, 
the lake, and watershed 
management. Together, 
we achieve more! 

On a beautiful fall 
evening, we had 25 
individuals join us for a 
sunset kayak/canoe 
paddle near Mangan 
Cove and Wilsonville. 
During our fun and 
relaxing outing we 
made several stops to 
discuss water quality, 
natural history of the 
area, and what our 

community is doing to 
protect our lake! This 
pilot program was so 
well received that 
participants suggested 
hosting both spring and 
fall paddle events. We 
had so much fun, weôll 
take their suggestion! 

 

In early September, this group 
of paddlers enjoyed a beautiful 
evening of recreation, exercise, 

and education. Look to our 
website and Facebook page for 

notification of future paddle 
programs 
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   In 2011, LWWMD initiated a new competitive grant program, providing Cost-Share funding for watershed 
improvement projects to property owners in the Wallenpaupack watershed. In its third year, the 2013 program 
provided a total of $52,350.00 to eight landowners. The funds were designated to complete an estimated 
$116,000.00 worth of Watershed Improvement Projects, including shoreline erosion stabilization, streambank 
stabilization, storm water improvements, tree plantings, and agricultural runoff improvements.  
   As in years past, many community associations on the shores of the Big Lake have applied for funding to 
remediate stormwater issues on community roads. In 2013 we were able to assist Cove Point Development and 
Briar Hill North Association with stormwater remediation. Most communities around the lake were built during a 
time when stormwater management was an afterthought. As these communities have developed and filled with 
homes, the effects associated with increased stormwater runoff have destroyed roads and private property, and 
theyôve created severe erosion in many creeks. Based on studies completed in 2004 and 2005, approximately 
50% of the pollutants entering Lake Wallenpaupack are from stormwater. Many communities are being proactive 
in attempting to alleviate these issues. Cove Point, in Wayne County, is one such community. The community 
sits uphill of a state-owned road and had been seeing repetitive loss of materials due to washout of their dock 
area and roadside banks/ditches. Their ever-vigilant grounds committee approached the LWWMD and proposed 
a number of solutions including armoring of ditches, planting grass seed, and retrofitting a stormwater basin. 
Grounds Committee Chairman, George Dorry, recently passed along this excerpt from their association 
newsletter: 

 
 ñIf your mail is like mine, it is full of requests for contributions. These come from all types of worthy 
charitable groups, civic organizations, politicians, etc. Many of these go right into the shredder, but a few 
make their way to my desk and check book. 

The other day I received one from the Wallenpaupack Watershed Management District, to whom I have 
been a contributor for many years. But, this time they werenôt asking for my contribution but were sending 
me the matching grant check for Cove Point Club. A check for $2,750 was enclosed. This was their ½ of 
the Lake Shore Drive water control project to prevent the frequent washouts of our paths, beach, and dock 
area by F & G docks. In 2012-13 alone, we spent over $2,500 restoring these areas after storms. 

éMy friends, the purpose of writing this is to advise you of the successful completion of this project and to 
ask you to consider responding favorably when you receive the annual membership request from the 
Watershed District. They do a fantastic job of protecting OUR LAKE and are right there to work with us in 
preserving the lake. A small (or large) check from many in Cove Point will go a long way in showing them 
how much we appreciate their work and support..ò  

 

Cost-Share Program continues funding lake-saving projects 

 

Cove Point Club was experiencing 

active erosion of their lakeside dock 

area and adjacent roadside banks. 

Significant amounts of stormwater 

from nearby community roads and a 

state-owned road were inundating 

roadside swales and causing 

stormwater to erode banks and a 

woodland buffer area. Stormwater was 

washing gravel and sediment directly 

into the lake. The project proposal 

outlined reinforcement of stormwater 

swales, roadside banks, and the 

installation of the rock-lined 

stormwater basin seen at left.  
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Future Funding available for erosion, stormwater, shoreline problems 
 

The LWWMD is happy to announce that the program will continue and advertisement of funding availability will 
be made periodically on our website and Facebook page. Any property in the watershed is eligible. Grants may 
provide up to a 50% match of project cost; up to a maximum of $10,000. (For example-If your project cost is 
$20,000 the LWWMD may provide a $10,000 match.) Priority will be given to projects that reduce or eliminate the 
flow of pollutants into Lake Wallenpaupack and those that provide greater than 50% landowner match. 
Landowner match may be in-kind or cash. For more information call the District office at 570.226.3865.  

 

Cost-Share funds agricultural improvements 
 
In addition to working with our community associations to remediate stormwater runoff, weôre also happy to 
work with agricultural producers within the watershed to prevent another kind of runoff. Nutrients present in 
chemical fertilizers and manure can cause pollution issues in our waterways if not properly managed. In 
Jefferson Township, we partnered with Will Keating and Heavenôs Gate Farm to prevent nutrient-laden 
runoff from leaving the longtime dairy operation. Mr. Keating is no stranger to the LWWMD and has been 
the successful recipient of other grant programs in the past. In the early 2000ôs, Mr. Keating installed 
drainage pipes and a manure storage pond. Following a widening project on a nearby state road, 
stormwater began to erode the driveway around Mr. Keatingôs barn and wash manure towards downstream 
waterways. Mr. Keating asked for assistance to install a concrete slab between his milking barn and free-
stall. The concrete area allows Mr. Keating to efficiently and thoroughly clean the area of manure. It also 
conveys stormwater to existing drainage and discharges to a nearby pasture which allows nutrients to be 
filtered by vegetation. Mr. Keating also commented that an added benefit of the concrete is that it helps 
protect the health of his cows by keeping their hooves dry and out of the mud. Healthier cows produce 
higher quality milk and earn the farmer better prices. Agricultural BMPôs can be of equal benefit to water 
quality, the health of cows, and ultimately the farmerôs bottom line. Weôre grateful that we can help protect 
water quality and help local farmers stay in business.    

The concrete pad between Mr. Keatingôs dairy barn and free-stall 

prevents erosion and soil saturation by allowing stormwater to 

discharge through existing drains to a pasture area where any 

nutrients are filtered out. It also allows him to efficiently and 

thoroughly clean manure from the area. Ultimately, it leads to 

cleaner water, healthier cows, and a happier farmer.  

Above: Stormwater runoff from roofs and nearby 

roadways causes soil saturation and constant 

erosion problems, allowing nutrients and manure 

to escape.  

Right: The concrete slab prevents erosion and 

eases maintenance.  
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2013 marked the 34th 
season of water quality 
sampling here at Lake 
Wallenpaupack. The last 
several summers have 
brought abnormal weather 
in the form of severe storms 
and excessive rain, as well 
as drought. LWWMD 
continues to look at these 
factors and how they 
compare to sampling 
results.  

Other organizations and 
researchers are also 
looking at the changes in 
water quality in Lake 
Wallenpaupack. The PA 
Department of 
Environmental Protection 
accompanied us on several 

Water Quality: Monitoring and research on the Big Lake 

 

ñLake Cleanup Dayò, 
hosted by LWWMD and 
sponsored by PPL 
Corporation, is 
becoming a very popular 
and successful event. 
Begun in 2008, the 
event allows front-lot 
owners and community 
associations to clear 
their lake frontage of 
debris and litter, old 
docks, and scrap metal. 
The cleanup filled six  
roll-off dumpsters, yet 
again. Our volunteer 
Board of Directors 
staffed the drop-off site 
and collected 10.9 tons 

Lake Cleanup Day collects nearly 11 tons of debris! 

 

LWWMD Board Members 
and front-lot owners load one 

of six containers at the 6
th

 

Annual Lake Cleanup Day. 

of our sampling runs this 
summer to evaluate water 
quality changes in the lake. 
Lacawac Sanctuary also 
accompanied us to sample 
plankton and bacteria 
species living in the lake. 
These samples are part of a 
global project to evaluate 
changes in species 
populations and how they 
compare to changes in 
weather. Through 
collaborative research with 
other organizations, we will 
continue to learn about the 
health of the lake.  

Our monitoring efforts and 
studies have shown us 
where we need to focus our 
efforts. Weôre still growing 
and the lake is still 
improving. Now, more than 
ever, we need to ensure we 
work hard to maintain the 
upward trend in water 
quality. We need your help 
to ensure our water 
continues to improve! 

of Styrofoam, dock 
parts, and wood debris! 
Thanks to these 
volunteers and the 
efforts of our front lot 
owners and community 
associations, weôve 
been able to remove a 
cumulative 74.75 tons 
of unsightly debris from 
the shoreline area and 
prevent degradation of 
the lake! 

Lacawac Sanctuary researchers 
were out with us this summer for 
sampling events. Miami University 
of Ohio student and Lacawac intern, 
Devyn Riley (left), and Miami 
University of Ohio PhD student 
Taylor Leach look over recently 
collected data. 


